8o   THE PSYCHOLOGY AND TEACHING OF READING
Finally, for that small core of backward readers who
present more than usual difficulty even up to the age of 10+
years, education committees should provide opportunities
for selected teachers to attend a full course (of eight or
ten weeks) in diagnostic testing and in remedial teaching
methods. Even one such qualified teacher in a junior
school could be of inestimable value in diagnosing the
difficulties of very backward readers, in planning remedial
teaching for them, and in giving general guidance to his or
her colleagues upon remedial methods and materials.
PLANNING BY CLASS TEACHERS
There are signs that improved organisation is very slowly
coming into being in some of the more progressive areas,
but even when this is universal to the education system,
it will still be necessary for the class teacher in the
junior school to plan scientifically his reading instruction.
Briefly, the steps in this planned reading programme are :
(i) Use of a graded reading test; (2) planning of methods
and division of groups on the basis of the reading test
results ; (3) selection of appropriate materials; (4) maximum
practice in oral and silent reading for particular groups;
(5) testing the progress of selected children.
USE OF GRADED WORD-READING TEST
The first step in this scientific planning, the intelligent
use of a graded reading test, is probably only necessary, as
a universal measure, for pupils in the first and second
classes in junior departments. Inevitably there will always
be in classes of pupils of 7+ to 9+ a wide range in reading
attainments. Perhaps the one exception to this will be in
a large junior school, where the enrolment permits of three
streams and where the first year A and sfccond year A classes
are sufficiently homogenous to contain pupils all of whom
have no difficulty with the mechanics of reading; but